Geography Policy

Introduction 

This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of the Geography taught and learnt at Ingol Community Primary School. It reflects the school’s values and ethos. The policy has been drawn up after staff consultation and has the full agreement of the governing body. The implementation of the policy is the responsibility of all the teaching staff.

Rationale 

Geography is a valued part of the National Curriculum. It provides a means of exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live. Geography stimulates curiosity and imagination.  We aim to build upon the child’s skills by developing geographical skills, understanding and knowledge through studying places and themes. 

Geography encourages children to learn through experience particularly through fieldwork, exploration and practical activities.

Intent 

Good Geography teaching aims to :- 

· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes

· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time

· are competent in the geographical skills needed to:

 - collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes

 - interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length (Taken from the Curriculum 2014)

Objectives of Curriculum

Children will be taught a range of knowledge of skills in both Key stage 1 and Key stage 2. Both key stages will focus on Locational knowledge, Place knowledge, Human and physical geography and Geographical skills and fieldwork. Please see attached new curriculum objectives.

EYFS Geography

Children in reception will be learning to: 

· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.

· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.

· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.

· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Key stage 1 and Key stage 2 (Geography)

In Key Stage 1 these focus areas can be taught: - 

· to locate and name places in the world including continents and oceans

· to understand physical and human differences

· identify differences in weather climates

· Use geographical vocabulary

· Use maps, atlases and other related resources to find out about the world

(Key stage 2 will look at each aspect in a more detailed way and build upon prior learning) 

Inclusion
In Geography as with all other subjects in school we aim to plan lessons that are inclusive for all children. We have an inclusive learning environment where learners, families, staff, governors and the wider community learn together in an atmosphere of co-operation and tolerance. We use our environment to learn within and from. 

We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in Geography according to their individual abilities. We will identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment. Gifted children will be identified and suitable learning challenges provided.

Equal Opportunities
All children are provided with equal access to the Geography curriculum. We aim to provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background. Pupils who arrive in school with very limited use of English work in small groups with Ta support. 

Pupils Premium

All staff know which pupils meet this criteria in their own class. Support staff are utilised to ensure that these pupils have the support they need to make good progress – this may be in a group of pupils with SEN, in a group of low achievers or in a group of very able pupils.

Teaching time 

In order to achieve the objectives of the Geography Curriculum, the subject taught either as an isolated topic or is integrated with other subjects through a half termly or termly topic and other subjects are linked in with it.

Organisation 

In lessons a variety of approaches will be used to ensure continuity and progression. 

Lessons will include a blend of whole class teaching, group work and individual work. 

Learning activities may consist of 

* Groups, usually of mixed ability or differentiated tasks 

* Teacher produced work cards 

* Relevant discussion at class, group and paired level 

* A chance for groups to communicate findings in a variety of ways including the use of ICT 

* Commercially available packs which are used to support topic work and geographical themes. 

Within a class there will be a wide range of abilities, from those who are more able to those who have special educational needs. The class teacher will provide differentiated activities for the children through task, outcome and resources and the support given to meet the needs of the individual.

Planning

Planning is the responsibility of individual teachers and should be used to 

* Set clear objectives 

* Ensure work is matched to pupil’s abilities and interests 

* Ensure progression, continuity and subject coverage throughout the school 

Resources 

We aim to use a wide range of resources to stimulate and enthuse the children’s learning. Some of these may include:-

· artefacts 

· visits to places linked to our topic

· visitors into school

· topic loans

· internet links
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