Welcome to Year 3English 
This half term in English, we will focus on adventure stories, using Journey by Aaron Becker as our key text. This beautifully illustrated, wordless book will inspire the children to use their imagination to create and tell their own exciting narratives.
The children will explore the story in depth, discussing what is happening in each scene and making predictions about the character’s journey. They will practise retelling the story in their own words and develop rich vocabulary linked to adventure and exploration.
Throughout the unit, there will be a strong focus on developing writing skills. The children will learn to use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense, and will use prepositions, conjunctions and adverbs to express time, place and cause, showing an awareness of purpose through their choice of content. They will also learn to group related ideas into paragraphs and use a or an correctly depending on whether the next word begins with a vowel or consonant.
In addition, the children will assess the effectiveness of their own writing and that of their peers, helping them to reflect on and improve their work.   Writing outcome: To write an adventure story based on Journey, using the language style of Berlie Doherty.Top of FormBottom of Form
Spelling and Reading
Spelling is an important focus in Year 3. We will be working daily on the Year 3 common exception words. Children will also bring home weekly spelling lists alongside their homework and will be tested on Mondays. We expect the children to learn their spellings at home and aim to achieve at least half correct in their weekly tests.     Reading is equally important, as it supports children’s understanding of texts and helps them broaden their vocabulary. In class, we will take part in daily guided reading sessions, where children will practise comprehension skills, develop fluency, and explore new vocabulary. We also ask that children read at home at least three times a week, as this regular practice will make a big difference to their progress and confidence in class.
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Further curriculum subjects and Topic
This half term in Science, our focus will be Animals including Humans. The children will learn about the importance of nutrition, identifying that animals, including humans, need the right types and amount of food to stay healthy. They will explore the main food groups and understand that humans and some animals have skeletons and muscles for support, protection and movement. Through practical investigations and scientific enquiry, the children will observe, ask questions, make predictions and record their findings. In History, we will be learning about the Ancient Maya civilisation. The children will explore when and where the Maya lived and develop their understanding of how this civilisation compares to others they have studied. They will learn about key aspects of Maya life, including their achievements, beliefs and daily life, and will use a range of sources to ask and answer questions about the past.In Religious Education, our focus will be on Sikhism. The children will learn about key beliefs and practices within Sikhism, including the importance of the Guru Granth Sahib and the values that guide Sikh life. Through discussion and reflection, they will begin to understand how these beliefs influence the lives of Sikh people today.
    
Throughout the half term, the children will have opportunities to ask questions, share their ideas and deepen their understanding across all subjects.

Maths
 This half term in Year 3 Maths, we will be exploring a range of key topics: addition and subtraction, multiplication and division, 2-D shape, decimal place value and 3-D shape.The children will develop their understanding of addition and subtraction, including adding and subtracting numbers with up to three digits using formal written methods such as column addition and subtraction. They will also solve problems, including missing number problems, using these operations.
In multiplication and division, the children will recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 times tables. They will learn to write and calculate mathematical statements using multiplication, division and the equals sign, and solve problems involving equal groups, arrays and sharing.
When learning about place value, the children will be introduced to decimal numbers, focusing on tenths. They will understand that tenths arise from dividing an object into 10 equal parts and will recognise and write decimals, linking them to fractions.
In geometry, the children will identify and draw 2-D shapes, and recognise and describe 3-D shapes, using appropriate mathematical vocabulary such as faces, edges and vertices. They will also compare and sort shapes based on their properties.
. In addition, children will complete daily maths questions to revisit and consolidate key skills, ensuring they are regularly practising and applying their knowledge. Times tables are an important focus in Year 3. This term, children will concentrate on the 2, 4-, 5-, 8- and 10-times tables. Developing fluency and accuracy in these facts will support their progress across all areas of mathematics.


Class Reminders
PE this half term is taught on a Tuesday and a Wednesday.
Homework is given out every Friday and needs to be returned by the following Thursday. 5 dojos will be given to the children who hand their homework in on a Monday. 
Spellings are given out on a Friday and the spelling tests are done on Monday.  

