Welcome to Year 3English 
 This half term in English, we will focus on historical narratives, using Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura as our key text. The children will explore the story, discuss the characters, settings and events, while developing their understanding of how stories can be set in the past. They will learn about life in the Stone Age and use this knowledge to make their writing historically accurate and engaging.
In their writing, the children will:
· Use accurate punctuation, including full stops, capital letters, question marks and exclamation marks.
· Rehearse sentences orally before writing.
· Use conjunctions such as when, before, after, while and until to create complex sentences.
· Use commas after fronted subordinate clauses.
· Write in the past tense.
· Develop setting and character descriptions using expanded noun phrases.
· Use ambitious vocabulary to create atmosphere and describe Stone Age life.
· Use direct speech with inverted commas.
· Plan, write and develop their own historical narratives inspired by Stone Age Boy.
· Include historical details about the Stone Age within their writing.
· Proofread and edit their work to improve spelling, grammar and punctuation.
Writing Outcome:
To write an original historical narrative inspired by Stone Age Boy, using descriptive language, dialogue and a range of sentence structures to engage the reader while including historically accurate details about life in the Stone Age.









Spelling and Reading
Spelling is an important focus in Year 3. We will be working daily on the Year 3 common exception words. Children will also bring home weekly spelling lists alongside their homework and will be tested on Mondays. We expect the children to learn their spellings at home and aim to achieve at least half correct in their weekly tests.     Reading is equally important, as it supports children’s understanding of texts and helps them broaden their vocabulary. In class, we will take part in daily guided reading sessions, where children will practise comprehension skills, develop fluency, and explore new vocabulary. We also ask that children read at home at least three times a week, as this regular practice will make a big difference to their progress and confidence in class.
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Further curriculum subjects and Topic
This half term in Science, our focus will be Forces and Magnets. The children will learn about different types of forces, including pushes and pulls, and investigate how forces can make objects move, stop or change direction. They will explore magnetic and non-magnetic materials, discover how magnets attract and repel, and investigate which materials are attracted to magnets. Through practical enquiries, the children will observe, ask questions, make predictions and record their findings.
In Geography, we will be learning about the counties and regions of the United Kingdom. The children will explore the countries of the UK and locate a range of counties on maps. They will learn about some of the key human and physical features of different counties and compare places across the UK. Using maps, atlases and digital mapping tools, the children will develop their geographical skills and deepen their understanding of the United Kingdom and where they live within it.
 
 
Maths  Throughout the year in Maths, we will be following the Red Rose Maths Year 3 Mastery curriculum. This half term, we will focus on multiplication and division, time, and 3D shapes. The children will develop their understanding of multiplication and division by using a range of strategies to recall and apply multiplication and division facts, solve calculations, and solve reasoning and problem-solving questions. They will learn how multiplication and division are linked and use this understanding to answer increasingly challenging questions. The children will also learn to tell and write the time accurately using both analogue and digital clocks. They will read time to the nearest minute, compare durations of time, and solve practical problems involving time.
In addition, the children will explore 3D shapes, identifying and describing their properties, including faces, edges and vertices. They will compare and sort shapes and use mathematical vocabulary to explain their thinking. In addition, children will complete daily maths questions to revisit and consolidate key skills, ensuring they are regularly practising and applying their knowledge. Times tables are an important focus in Year 3. This term, children will concentrate on the 2, 4-, 5-, 8- and 10-times tables. Developing fluency and accuracy in these facts will support their progress across all areas of mathematics.

Spelling and Reading
Spelling is an important focus in Year 3. We will be working daily on the Year 3 common exception words. Children will also bring home weekly spelling lists alongside their homework and will be tested on Mondays. We expect the children to learn their spellings at home and aim to achieve at least half correct in their weekly tests.     Reading is equally important, as it supports children’s understanding of texts and helps them broaden their vocabulary. In class, we will take part in daily guided reading sessions, where children will practise comprehension skills, develop fluency, and explore new vocabulary. We also ask that children read at home at least three times a week, as this regular practice will make a big difference to their progress and confidence in class.

Class Reminders
PE this half term is taught on a Tuesday and a Wednesday.
Homework is given out every Friday and needs to be returned by the following Thursday. 5 dojos will be given to the children who hand their homework in on a Monday. 
Spellings are given out on a Friday and the spelling tests are done on Monday.  
In Religious Education, our focus will be on Islam As part of this unit, the children will also explore the idea of role models. They will discuss the qualities that make a good role model and learn about significant figures within Islam who inspire others through their actions, beliefs and commitment to helping their communities. Through discussion and reflection, the children will consider who their own role models are and the positive qualities they admire. They will explore how faith influences the daily lives of Muslims and learn about the values that are important within Islam.


    


